
Docket No. 42011-80

Postal Regulatory Gommission
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

NOTTCE OF FTLTNG UNDER 39 U.S.C. S 404(d)

TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

Please take notice that on September 21,2011, the Commission received two
petitions for review of the Postal Service's determination to close the Tariffuille post

office located in Tariffuille, Connecticut. The first petition for review was filed by Mary A.

Glassman on behalf of the Town of Simsbury. The second petition for review was filed
by Theresa Salb. They are both postmarked September 9, 2011'

This notice is advisory only and is being furnished so that the Postal Service may
begin assembling the administrative record in advance of any formal appeal
proceedings held upon the alleged (closing/consolidation) for transmittal pursuant to
39 CFR S 3001 .1 13(a) (requiring the filing of the record within '1 5 days of the filing with
the Commission of a petition for review). The Postal Service's administrative record is
due no later than October 6,2011.

Shoshana M. Grove
Secretary

Date: September 22, 2011
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September 9,2011

Po stal Regulatory Commission
90l NewParkAveNW
Suite 200
Washington DC 20268-0001

Dear Commission:

I am writing on behalf of the Town of Simsbury to object to the closing of the Tariftille Post Office
decision made by the United States Postal Service Headquarters.

As a preliminary matter, the people of Simsbury are disappointed \,\¡ith the process that the Post Office
followed in making the decision as well as informing the Town about the closure.

Last February, postal officials took advantage of a winter incident to close the Tariffirille Post Office even
though it was determined that the building had no stmctural damage. We believe that this discontinuation
of service was the beginning of an unfair process.

As has been stated by residents, local public officials as well as state and federal elected officials, the
closure of the Tariffuille Post Office is detrimental to the village community that relies heavily on this
post office branch and does provide any feasible alternatives.

We believe the closure should be reversed for the following reasons:

Tariffuille Post Offrce serves many elderly and disabled individuals who find it difficult to travel
the additional miles to the Simsbury Post Office
Ta¡iffuille Post Office is the only postal service available to residents during winter and flooding
incidents when access across the Farmington River to get to the SimsburyPost Office is oftennot
possible for days at a time
Simsbury Post Office is already overburdened and does not provide adequate parking and staffto
service additional customers
Tariffville Post Office provides an economic development function to the nearby schools,
churches and businesses
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Tariffville Post Office officials were provided other, cost effective alternatives that would have
enabled the post ofñce to fi¡nction more efficiently and to produce a profit enabling the branch to
remain open.

Given the arnount of time, effort and altematives provided to Postal oflicials, the closure of the Tariftille
Post Office is exhemely disappointing and short sighted.

It is also disconcerting that the decision to close the Ta¡iffuille Post Office was also made without any
notification to residents, town or state and federal ofiñcials despite the numerous letters and
correspondqlce sent on this matter to Post Office officials since February. The method of communication
of simply posting the decision which then starts the 30 day appeal period running is clearly unfair.

The Town of Simsbury asks that you reverse the decision to close the Tariffsille Post Office. We believe
that the altemative locations provided to Postal ofEcials as well as the special needs of village residents
and lack ofother adequate options support this decision.

Sincerely,

Cc: Board of Selectmen
State Rep. Linda Schofield
State Sen. Kevin Witkos
U.S. Congressman Chris Murphy
U.S. Sen. Joseph Lieberman
U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal
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